The Project 
The aim of the project was to investigate the barriers and challenges faced by service providers in engaging and meeting the sexual health needs of African MSM. Seven service provider workshops were undertaken, supplemented with an organisational survey for those unable to attend. In total, 54 representatives from service providers in a range of cities nationwide took part in the workshops; while a further 15 organisational surveys were completed online. 
To explore the expressed needs of African MSM themselves, personal accounts were collected from the Altogether Stronger African MSM survey, completed by 20 African MSM in Yorkshire from a focus group consisting of users of Yorkshire MESMAC’s Black Gay Men’s group. This section offers greater detail on these different methods.
The Workshops

The details of the seven organisational workshops are given below. During these events, health promoters, volunteers, peer mentors and key stakeholders described the barriers and challenges they face in engaging and working with African MSM, as well as ways of addressing these barriers. Organisational workshops focused on those working and volunteering in LGB&T health organisations and BME HIV support organisations.  

	Venue
	BME W/Shop Date
	LGBT W/Shop Date
	Total No. of Participants
	Duration of W/Shops

	Leeds Skyline
	20/09/2011
	27/09/2011
	12
	6 hours

	LGF Manchester
	19/10/2011
	26/10/2011
	8
	4 hours

	BHA Manchester
	27/10/2011
	
	8
	3 hours

	Brunswick Centre
	
	4/11/2011
	4
	2 hours

	Metro Centre
	17/11/2011
	24/11/2011
	8
	4 hours

	LASS
	28/11/2011
	
	9
	2 hours

	Trade Sexual Health
	
	9/12/2011
	5
	2 hours

	Totals
	
	
	54
	23 hours


The majority of participants came from one of the following organisations: 

· NHS

· Trade (Leicester)

· HMP Prison Services

· Yorkshire MESMAC Group of Services 
· Leicester AIDS Support Services

· Healthy Gay Life (Birmingham)

· African Institute for Social Development (Nottingham)

· University Hospitals of Leicester
· Metro Centre (London)

· Positive East (London)

· West London Gay Men’s Project
· Naz Project (London)
· Lesbian and Gay Foundation (Manchester)

· Ice Breakers (Manchester)
· Black Health Agency (Manchester)
· Leeds BME Network

· Leeds Skyline

· George House Trust (Manchester)

· Positive Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers
The session plan; designed to elicit professionals’ experience and knowledge of service provision for African MSM, is available in Appendix 1. Following an exercise about the legal and social contexts for African MSM migrating to the UK, scenario-based interactive exercises helped to explore racism on the gay scene, homophobia and lack of LGB&T support from the African family unit, and the dangers associated with exploring the gay scene and culture without educational support. Scenarios can be found in Appendix 2. 
Organisational Survey

The organisational survey (Appendix 3) was created by considering the key objectives of the project and asking respondents to share their experiences or examples of what their agencies approach was to the issues of addressing barriers in working with African MSM. A total of 15 surveys were completed by professionals working in sexual health promotion, HIV support, and those providing asylum and refugee support services, and participants ranged from CEOs to frontline staff. 
African MSM Survey

20 surveys were completed by African MSM who access Yorkshire MESMAC’s Black Gay Men’s group.  All the participants self-identified as Gay and of African ethnicity. Those who took part ranged in age from 19 to 45 with an average age of 32.  This survey was also available on online between September 2011 and January 2012 and was advertised via the Black and African Gay Men’s group.  In practice the group members carried the survey out face to face with the Community Development Worker. A copy of the African MSM Survey can be found in Appendix 4.
Focus group

In order to elicit more detailed input, a focus group with members of Yorkshire MESMAC’s Black Gay Men’s group was undertaken. Some of those who completed the survey also took part in the group. It gave participants chance to explore as a group the various needs and issues African MSM have in the UK. Questions were posed to the groups, discussed and responses were recorded collectively on a flipchart. The questions included:
· What stops you from accessing MSM services in the UK?

· What are your needs as an African MSM in the UK? 

· What are the best ways for organisations to reach you? 

